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A short while ago, I was interviewed by
ABC's "20/20" news for an April 13
program titled, "Preacher Predators." At
the request of several, I agreed to this
invitation so as to provide some kind of
balance to a program which may well be
overwhelmingly negative.

There
has been
a great
deal of
attention
given to
this
subject in
recent
days. As

 

 

Links of Interest
Florida Baptist Convention
Florida Baptist Children's Homes
The Baptist College of Florida
Florida Baptist Financial Services
Florida Baptist Credit Union
Florida Baptist Associations
Southern Baptist Convention
FamilyNet

How to become a Christian
Got Life?
Split Time
The Kristo
Here's Hope

mailto:?subject=Florida Baptist Witness Article&body=Hello! I saw an article in the Florida Baptist Witness and thought you might find it interesting, too.%0D%0APlease visit http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/7229.article to view the article.
mailto:?subject=Florida Baptist Witness Article&body=Hello! I saw an article in the Florida Baptist Witness and thought you might find it interesting, too.%0D%0APlease visit http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/7229.article to view the article.
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/7229.article.print
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/7229.article.print
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/letter.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/letter.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/subscribe.fbw
javascript:changepage()
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/archive.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/aboutus.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/contact.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/subscribe.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/advertise_generalinfo.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/index.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/thisweek.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/opinion.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/florida.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/national.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/features.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/biblestudy.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/classifieds.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/fbsc2009.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/baptisthistory.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/qmailer_newissue/subscribe.htm
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/fbsc2009.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/2009sbc.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/2009godlymen.fbw
http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/gcrd.fbw
http://www.flbaptist.org/
http://www.fbchomes.org/
http://www.baptistcollege.edu/
http://www.floridabaptist.org/
http://www.fbcu.org/
http://www.flbaptist.org/Directories/FloridaAssociations.aspx
http://www.sbc.net/
http://www.familynet.com/
http://www.gotlife.org/
http://www.cj2k.com/
http://www.thekristo.com/
http://www.hereshope.net/


Point of View

http://66.118.156.141/*floridabaptistwitness.com/httpdocs/article.php?id=7229[10/12/2012 8:09:25 PM]

PAGE

2009 Tallahassee - In Session
Christian Outreach in Tampa: Super Bowl XLIII
Celebrating 400 years of Baptists
300 Years: Baptist Associations
Mothering Tebow
 

2008 Witness Special Reports
2008 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
2008 FBSC Annual Meeting
2008 Presidential Election
In the midst of the storms '08
Christian Citizenship
2008 Maguire State Mission Offering
2008 SBC Annual Meeting
2008 Midyear CP Giving Report
Godly Men: Leading The Charge When Duty Calls
Godly Women: Living with Purpose
Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed
Gambling with Florida
2008 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
2008 Tallahassee - In Session
Florida Marriage Protection Amendment
Focus on Israel
Florida debates evolution
Florida Primary Election
Sanctity of Human Life
2007 CP Giving Report
 

2007 Witness Special Reports
Building Bridges: Southern Baptists and Calvinism
2007 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
2007 FBSC Annual Meeting
Opponents on the Gridiron
2007 Maguire State Mission Offering
2007 SBC: San Antonio
Florida Wildfires
Baptists Respond to VT
Biblical Sexuality
Tallahassee 2007: In session
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
The tongues/private prayer language debate
Amazing Grace - the Movie
 

2006 Witness Special Reports
2006 FBSC Annual Meeting
Understanding Islam 5 Years after 9/11
2006 General and Primary Election
2006 Maguire State Mission Offering
The Page Presidency
SBC Annual Meeting, Greensboro, NC
Unveiling the Da Vinci Code
Big League Faith
2006 Tallahassee Legislative Update

I said to
the
reporter,
we are
willing
and able
to
discuss
this issue
because
even one
instance of sexual abuse by a minister is
too much. While I do not believe the
problem is systemic and large-scale, there
have been several reported cases of
abuse by trusted members of staff in our
churches. Let me help set a few matters
clear for you.

Some persons have accused Southern
Baptists of ignoring the issue and hiding
behind our polity. Let me clearly state that
we believe in the autonomy of the local
church as a biblical mandate. We are not
hiding behind anything, except the Bible.
In fact, the local church is where
accountability must be enforced. I call
upon every local church to develop written
policy guidelines for the care of children
and youth. I call upon every church to
have a system or policy in place to deal
with any accusations made. We must
protect children and youth, and the
integrity of staff members.

I ask that all of our churches require
background checks (on national and state
levels) as well as thorough reference
checks for all staff. The local church is
where accountability must be enforced. As
I said to one person, for years the press
has complained that the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church has enabled the hiding of
sexual predators. Now, they are stating
that the lack of our hierarchy is helping
hide sexual predators. The truth is that
people can abuse any system. There are
people who seek out positions in the
church where the trust level can be so
high that they can then be involved in
horrible actions.
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I also call upon all local churches to
prosecute to the fullest extent of the law
anyone who would take advantage of the
trust and love of precious children and
students. Simply put, there is no place in
the church for persons who would take
advantage of these relationships.

I also call on local churches to take
advantage of the multiple numbers of
resources that are available on the SBC
website, as well as through LifeWay
Christian Resources, to help safeguard our
children and youth through appropriate
policies and educational resources. There
are many items available to help. Please
use them.

Let me also share one other word of
clarification. There are many people in the
news media speaking about this issue. I
am thankful that any attention to this issue
brings a heightened level of awareness on
the part of our churches and people.
However, please realize that there are
groups who claim to be one thing when in
reality they are another. It would be great if
the many groups who are claiming to be
groups of advocacy and encouragement in
ministry were that which they claim. Please
be aware that there are groups that are
nothing more than opportunistic persons
who are seeking to raise opportunities for
personal gain.

As stated earlier, even one instance of
sexual molestation is one too many. Let us
be people of integrity. Let us be people of
such a trustworthy nature as to bring glory
to God. Let us be men and women of the
Gospel who provide an atmosphere where
trust will not be abused. Let us provide
churches where there is an environment of
encouragement, instruction and spiritual
enlightenment. Our Lord Jesus set the
example in His deep love and care for the
innocent, the young and the hurting. Let
our churches be an example of Jesus'
ministry.

Frank Page is president of the Southern
Baptist Convention and pastor of First
Baptist Church in Taylors, S.C. Visit his
website at www.sbc.net/PresidentsPage.
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